[Cystic liver].
Diagnostic workup of progressive upper abdominal pain in patients with polycystic kidney disease may lead to the diagnosis of simultaneous polycystic liver disease. Whereas untreated advanced polycystic kidney disease leads to terminal organ failure, symptoms of polycystic liver are mainly due to local mechanical effects. Impairment of liver function is rare. Polycystic liver and kidneys are an autosomal dominant hereditary disease with variable penetrance. The etiology, clinical aspects, and diagnostic and therapeutic procedures are discussed and illustrated on the basis of three clinical cases and a review of the literature.